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PROCUREMENT BOARD

14 November 2018 

Meeting commenced at 10:03 a.m.
Meeting ended at 10:45 a.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Bill Hinds (in the chair) and the City Mayor Paul Dennett

IN ATTENDANCE: Chris Hesketh Head of Financial Management
David Hunter Assistant Director - ICT
Paul Nugent Head of Strategic Procurement
Frank O’Sullivan Strategic HR and OD Manager
Carol Eddleston Senior Democratic Services Advisor

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Boshell and Merry.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

3. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 October were approved as a correct record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

5. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING ORDERS 
– ONGOING SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF ZIPPORAH BOOKING SOLUTION 
AND THE PROCUREMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL BOLT-ON MODULE FOR THE 
REGISTRARS’ MODULE

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Service Reform seeking an 
exception to Contractual Standing Orders in order to allow a contract to be awarded for 
the ongoing support and maintenance of Zipporah Modules for room bookings, generic 
appointments system, events booking system and registrars. 

A number of Zipporah modules were well embedded in the Place Directorate and it was 
now proposed to extend the use of the Registrars module with the purchase of the 
‘Ceremony module’. The board was informed that all of the council’s Zipporah licences 
would be invalidated without a contract in place for ongoing support and maintenance and 
negotiating a three year contract had resulted in a better deal.

Zipporah operated nationally but was not based locally and it was acknowledged that 
better intelligence about the scope of businesses across the city and wider GM region 
would be helpful in terms of allowing more business to be transacted locally when and 
where appropriate.
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RESOLVED, THAT:

(1) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 
Paragraph 3.1 for the following reasons: specialist services/supplies which are 
available only from one supplier; compatibility with existing services/products, and 
value for money; and

(2) A 36 months’ contract, with a total value of £68,440, be awarded to Zipporah, for the 
ongoing support and maintenance of the following modules: room bookings, generic 
appointments, events booking and registrars.

6. REQUEST FOR APPROVAL – EXCEPTION TO CONTRACTUAL STANDING ORDERS 
AND PROPOSED STRATEGY FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF APPRENTCESHIPS

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Service Reform seeking approval of 
the proposed strategy for the procurement of apprenticeships and an exception to 
Contractual Standing Orders in order to allow Salford City Council to enter into a strategic 
partnership with Salford College and the University of Salford as part of this proposed 
strategy.

The board was informed that the GM Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) for 
apprenticeship provision procurement had been made available for GMCA authorities to 
use from February 2018. Providers from across the country could apply to go onto the 
framework and consequently the system did not necessarily provide significant Social 
Value opportunities for Salford. The DPS was likely to continue to be a useful tool for the 
procurement of some apprenticeships in the future but the differentiated approach being 
proposed should ensure that apprenticeship provision was better suited to the needs of 
the council and its learners, rather than being limited to the abilities of the providers on 
the DPS. 

It was envisaged that the strategic partnership would be closely monitored to ensure high 
quality provision and it was agreed that monitoring reports would be brought to Cabinet 
Briefing for assurance purposes.

There was an acknowledgement in the meeting that businesses more generally needed 
to be involved in the co-design of apprenticeships as many businesses often reported that 
newly recruited apprentices were not ready for the workplace.

RESOLVED, THAT:

(1) The proposed strategy for the procurement of apprenticeships be approved;

(2) An exception to Contractual Standing Orders be approved in accordance with 
Paragraph 3.1 for the following reasons: the need for the goods, services or works is 
so urgent that the time needed to comply with the rules would be prejudicial to the 
council’s interests; specialist services/supplies which are available from only one 
supplier, and value for money, and



Page | 3 

(3) Permission be granted for Salford City Council to enter into a strategic partnership 
with Salford College and the University of Salford as part of the strategy for the 
procurement of apprenticeships approved at (1) above,

(4) Quality monitoring reports of the strategic partnership be submitted to Cabinet 
Briefing at appropriate intervals.

7.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

 Wednesday 28 November 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the Boardroom, Salford City Council, 
Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, M27 5DA.


